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V. A DzscripTION 0f the town of SiLCHESTER
in its prefent flate. With a fhort AccounT
of an antient DATE in Arabian figures at
Walling 7ear Aldermarfton iz Berkfhire.
By John Ward, F. R. S. and P. R. G.

Read Dec. zz-I N a former paper, which I had the
1748. I . g
10nour to lay before this Society (1),
I attempted to explain a Roman infcription cut in a
fone, then lately found at Silchefter in Hampfhire ;
by which it not only appeared, that this town was
the antient FPindomis, but likewife that it was fito-
ated within the limits of the Segontiaci: as to both
which circumftances our beft antiquarics have been
at an uncertainty, and differcd in their {entiments
concerning them. I took notice likewife at the
fame time, that thc traces of the antient town
arc yet, as I had been informed, often vifible
in the fummer; and that the ruins of an amphithe-
atre ftill remain without the wall. But being fince
in that country, I had an opportunity of viliting the
place myfelf, and geting a more perfett account of
it than I expe@ted, by the afliftance of two perfons
in the ncighbourhood, the latc Mr. Fobn Wright
junior, and Mr. Fohn Stair junior, who were both
well acquainted with it, and accompanied mc thither.
The

(1} Phil. Tranf. Num. 474.
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The former, who was an expericnced f{urveyor, mea-
fured the wholc circuit of the wal!, with the hight
of it in feveral places, as aifo the dimenfions of the
amphitiieatre, while we were on the fpot. And
the other traced out the feveral ftreets, and other
parts of the town, to a confiderable exaGnefs, But
as only a rough draught of the plan could then be
taken, 1 lefr it with them to revife, and tranf{mit to
me an accurate copy; which has been fince done,
and now accompanies this delcription ().

The circuit of the wall on the outfide, as therein
given by the fcale, contains near one Englifh mile
and a half; and the feveral parcels of land contained
within it amount togethcr to an hundred acres, or
upwards. Indeed Leland fais, that the compafs of
the wall is about two miles, and conteyneth 8o
acres (1). And Camden fais the fame, except that
he calls them Italian miles (2). But neither of
them acquaint us, from whom they had their mea-
furement. The wall confifts of nine fides, but very
uncqual; which might perhaps be occafioned by the
different fituation of the ground, which in fome
parts is uncven.

The materials, that compofe the wall, are large
flints, and rough ftones of different forts, cemented
together with very ftrong mortar. And as to the
manner of building it, the foundation is generally
made of a row or two of ftones laid flatwife; and

over

(1) Itinerary, vol. vi. p. 48, edit. 1744,
(2) Britann, p. 196, edit. 1607.
(a) See Tas, III
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over them four or five rows of flints; then ufually
a double row of ftoncs, fometimes three rows, and
at other times one only, laid in the fame pofition:
over thefe a like number of rows of flints, as before
and fo alternately upwards.  And a little to the weft-
ward of the fouth gate are yet to be feen feven of
thefe ranges of ftone, with fix of flint between them:
where the hight of the wall meafured on the outfide
about cightcen fcet. And about fifty yards calt-
ward of the fame gate are fix ranges of ftone, witl:
five of flint between them ; where a {mall part of
the facing feems yet to be near intire. But there
is no appearance cither of copings, or battlements,
on any part of the wall. Tho tihe ranges of {tone
in the front of the wall are placed horizontally,
yet thofe within it often ftand edgewifc and fome-
what obliquely, like the wall of Severss in the
north of England (1). And at the fouth gate the
thicknefs of the wall meafured about five yards.
From this account therefore it {ecms not improba:
ble, that in the pallage of Leland, given us by Mr.
Hearne from Stowe's tranfiript, where it is faid,
the wall without is in fome place 6 or 7 fote
highe (2), for the numbers 6 or 7 fhould be reat
16 or 17.

The wall is not any where intitely demolifhed,
except that two breaches have been made of late
years on the north-welt fide, to open a paflage for

waggons

(1) Sece Horfley’s Britann. Rom. p. 123.
(2) Ubi fupras
Kkkk 2
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waggons, And the ditch without the wall is in
fome places ten or twelve yards over, but in others
at prefent not vifible; where probably it may have
been filled up by the earth thrown into it from the
vallum, that incompafled the city between that and
the wall, and which is yet in fcveral places of a
confiderable hight above the ditch. Each of thefe
may be feen in the plan, (2) marked with the letters
A, B, ¢. There is little appearance of the val/um,
or military way, within the circuit of the wall,
the ground being now more generally raifed pretty
ncar the top of the wall, on which grow many
large oaks, and other timber trees. From the fouth
gate towards Winchefter has lain a military road,
which when broken up appears to have been pitched
with flints,

The amphitheatre ftands without the wall, at the
north-caft corner, and diftant from it upwards of an
hundred yards ; as appears in the plan, where it is
marked by the letter p. Both the wall and feats,
which arc made in it, confift of a mixturc of clay
and gravel, The wall is about twenty yards thick
at the bottom below the feats, and decreafes gra-
dually to the thicknefs of about four yards at the
top. There arc five ranges of feats above one ano-
ther, at the diflance of about fix feet on the flope.
It has two paffages into it, one towards the town,
and the other oppofite to it. The diameter of the
area is fifty yards by forty, and the arca itfelf now
ferves for a pond to a farmer’s yard. The defign
of this amphitheatre might poflibly be for the bait-

ing

a————

{a) See Tap. 11,
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ing of wild beafts, or other athletic diverfions,
agreable to the cuftoms of thofe times. Tho at pre-
{ent no appecarancc of a cavern, or any other place
proper for the reception of fuch animals, is to be
difcover’d.

The arca of the town within the walls contains
at prefent only corn feilds, except a fmall quantity
of mecadow land, with an anticnt church, and farm
houfe, near the coft gate, both which are marked
in the plan with the letters £ and . The mcthod
taken by Mr. Stasr, in order to difcover where the
firects formerly lay, was by obferving for fcveral
yecars before harvelt thofe places, in which the corn
was ftunted, and did not flourifh as in other parts,
Thefe were very eafily diftinguithed in a'dry fum-
mer, and run in ftrait lines crofling onc another, as
they are drawn in the plan.  Morcover, by fpitting
the ground, and often diging it up, he found a great
deal of rubith, with the plain ruins and foundations
of houfes on cach fide of thefe tralts.  Whercas in
the middle of the fquares nothing of that'nature ap-
pearcd, and the corn ufually flovtithed very well.
The ploughmen alfo confirmed the fame, who found
the carth harder, and more dithcult to hc turned up,
in thefe tralts and near them, than elfewhere. And
it is further obfervable, that two of thefe ftrects,
which feemed rather wider than the reft, lead to the
four gates of the city, one of them runing in a di-
rect line from the norrh to the fourh gate, and the
other from the caft to the weft, which latter mea-
fured at lcaft cight yards acrofs. The four gatcs are
matked with the lctter G in the pnn

3y diging likewife in different p*f‘cs Mr. Stair
2t length difcovered the ruins of a number of build-
ings
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ings, in the form of a long {quare, which in the
plan is marked with the letter .  The foundations
of fome of thefe buildings were ftill pretty intire,
and the depth of them from wall to wall was found
to be about twenty feven fect, and the breadth about
fixteen, which it is not improbable may be the re-
mains of the antient fyram. But between the let-
ters 7 and 4 there appeared the foundation of fome
larger ftru@ure, confilting of free ftone three feet in
thickn:fS. And at £ there feemed to be the pe-
deftal or foundation of an altar, by the great quan-
tity of athes and wood coals burnt, that Jay round
about it. 'What remained was about theee fect in
hight, four in length, and three in breadth. It con-
fitted of large Roman bricks, one of which dug up
intirc, and communicated to me by Dr. Collet, is
feventeen inches and a half long, twelve and a half
broad, and two and a half thick ; which accompa-
nies this paper.

At the letter / was found the ftonc with the in-
fcription upon it mentioned above.  And upon fur-
ther fecarch Mr. Stair has fince dug up within two
feet of the famc place, and abour four fecet under
ground, a fquarc copper frame, compofed of feveral
mouldings, and its fides foldered together, three of
which are yet intite, but part of the fourth is broken.
This frame inclofcd a border of the fame metal, one
fide of which is ftill preferved.  The weight of them
together is forty feven pounds; but the thicknefs of
the frame varics in different parts from one fourth
of an inch to much lefs, and the border is more
than one eighth of an inch thick. Each fide of the

frame
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frame at the outer edge is about thirty three inches
long. And from the {ize of the inncr edge of the
border, each fide whercof is twenty inches and a
half in length, it is {fuppofed that the ftone, which
contains the infcription, was at firft placed behind
it, and fupported by it. And as that inf{cription was
ercéted in honour of Hercules, it might originally
belong to the ftone buiiding, whofe foundation is
yet vifible, and which might have been a temple
confecrated to that deity by the perfons named in
the infcription ; as was conjeltured in the former ac-
count given of it. A draught of this frame and bor-
der in their prefent ftate, taken by a {cale of one fixth
of the original (1), now in the poffeflion of Dr,
Mead, is prefixed to this difcoutfe (). Therc waslike-
wife a confiderable number of brafs Roman coins
found near the fame place.

At the letter M in the plan was antiently a foun-
tain, which at z difcharged itfelf under the wall.
Some of the ftones, with which this fountain was
inclofed, are ftill to be feen.

And at the lctter o is a large breach under the
wall, two yards in length, and two fect in hight;

‘ tho

(1) It may be neceffary to repeat here, what was remarked in
the Errata of the Phil. Tranf. N. 474, which were put under
the Contents of N. 475. 'That whereas the draught of the Roman
infcription mentioned in p. 201, is there faid to have been taken by a
Jeale of ane faurth of the original; it was afterwards reduced by the
ingraver in the plate to near ane fixth. And in that proportion it is to
be compared with the draught of the frame here given, wherein it
:¢ fuppofed to have been antiently placed. :

(@) See TAR. IV, Fig, 4.
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tho in the memory of fome perfonsyet living it was
confiderably higher. Tt is called Omson hole, from
an imaginary giant of that name, who is faid once
to have inhabited this city; and from whom like-
wife the Roman coins found there have been calied
Omnion pemies. The brcadth of the wall thro this hole,
where it is pretty much broken, mcafured now but
ten fects and being upon high ground could not,
I think, have becn a common fewer, as fome have
imagined; but might originally perhaps have been
defigned for a private paflage mpon fome ncceffary
occafions.

The moft valuable coin, which has been difco-
vered in the ruins of this antient Roman town, is
a gold onc of Alleftus in fine prefervation, and
very remarkable for a peculiar arttribute of the
deity on the reverfe.  The front fide reprefents
the head of Allecfus crowned with laurel, round
which is this legend, 1MP Cc ALLECTVS p F aAVG.
On the reverfe is placed the figure of Apollo with a
radiated crown ; his left hand, which holds a globe,
has over'it a whip; his right arm is railcd in a for-
biding pofture, and fupports a chlamys, which crof-
fing his breaft defcends on botn his fides; at his feet
fit two captives, whofe hands are tied behind them ;
and the legend round it is ORIENS AVG, With ML in
the exergue (1). Thefe feveral attributes may be found

in

{1) Some very skilful antiquaries have thought, that thofe letters
sn the reverfe of many coins of the lower emperours, which are
put
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in fome or other of the imperial coins between the
time of Gordian the younger and the Conflantines,
or later. But the fingularity of the coin, I am now
defcribing, is this; that in the figurc of Apo/lo the
cyes {fcem plainly to be covered by a fillet, which
gocs crofs the forchead; the reafon of which I can-
not undcrrake to account for with certainty. But
we are told by Sweronius, that among other reflec-
tions thrown upon Auguftus for a fecrct cntertain-
ment made by him, ar which the perfons prefent
were drcfled in the habit of deities, and this at a
time of grcat fcarcity in Rome, Acclamatum (ff
pofiridie frumentum omne deos commediffe; et Cae-
farem effe plane Apollinem, [ed tortorem. To which
the hiftorian adds, Quo cognomine is deus quadam
in parte wrbis colebatur (1) which being the place
where criminals were punifhed, is thus deferibed by
Martidl,

Crucentas pendent qua flagella tortorum ().
It

put at the bottom, often denote the place, where thofe coins were
ftruck. And therefore, as I mect with ML by themf{elves upon no
others, but thofe of Caraufius and Allefins, who both ruled in
Britain it feems not improbable, that they may {tand for moneta
Londinenfisy or Londini, fupplying fignata or incufa. As upon
fome coins of Conflantinwus Magnus, who was firlt proclaimed em-
perour in Britain, we find msr and mMLI1, which may alfo be fo
interpreted. Indeed the letters MLs and mMLP occur upon the
coins of fome other emperours, where they have been read, and
perhaps juftly enough, smoncta Lugduni fignata and percuffa.

(v) In wit. Auguft. cap. 7o.

(2) Lib. 1L epigr. 17. L1l
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It was not unufual for the antients to apply the at-
tributcs of onc deity to another on particular occa-
fions. From whence one might be led to interpret
this reprefentation of Apollo, or the Sun, with a
whip, and a bandage over his eyes (the emblems of
Fuftice) together with the two captives, as defcri-
ptive of the punifhment denounced againft all, who
fhould attempt to oppofc the government of Aleclns.
And as the Roman coins do gencerally contain on
their reverfe fome devife relating to the times, in
which they wore made; it feems not improbatle
from hence, as alfo from the legend, orrans av-
cvstI, that this was ftruck vpon 4//ectas’s el af-
fuming the purple, after he had murthered Caranfius :
fince upon others of his coins we meet with spes
AVGVSTI, VIRTVS AVGVSTI, PAX AVGVSTI, SALVS
AvGvsTI, and the like, as denoting the gradnal fuc-
cefs of his affairs afterwards.  An imprellion of this
curious coin, which is now in the zuféns of Dr.
Lead, islikewife given here (). The place, where it
was tound, is marked in the plan by the leiter p (0) 5
which of late years has gained the name ot the
Silver b1, becaute more filver coins have been tound
there, than in any other part of the city.  And by
the remaining rains, which dilcover themielves up-
on turning up the ground, itis {uppofed, that fome
large building ftood anticntiy upon that fpot.  DBut
ereat numbers of coins in all metals, and of all fizcs,
have likewife been found in feveral other placess fo

that

(«) See Tas. IV, Fig. s () See Taz. 1L
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that Mr. Stair is now poflefled of feveral hundred,
which have been all colleéted from this Roman {ct-
tlement ; among which are the emperours Palentinian
and Arcadius in gold; with moft of the imperial
coins from Auguffus to that time, cither in filver
or brafs; many of which arc exccedingly well pre-
ferved.

I sHALL only beg Icave to fubjoin here a breif
account of an antient datc in  _Arabian figures,
which yer remains av Jlalling near Aldernar,lon
in B: rl/]vr(' It is imprefled in releivo upon a bri d\,
naar the top of a large and high chimney, on th
outfide of a farmhoufe bdom:uw to [1illiain 1;"0"'/ ‘-
Jeot efquire of /'oolbampton in that neighbourhacd.
This darc had always hitherto been read 1182, the
two fuft figures, as they are feen from the around,
having both the appearance of a one; with this dif-
ference only, that the fecond feems pretty much
thicker than che firt.  And this fed mc upon vicw-
ing it in that fituation to fufpet it might be a three,
like that in the Cambridge date, publihed in the
Pliloforbical T m;z/ac‘//wzr N. 474 Andaccord-
mgly h.nmg by the means of a long ladder an op-
portunity of going up to it, 1 found upon a ncar
infpection, that it was really fo, as 1 had appre-
hended. For the fmall carves in the fecond figure
being filled up with mofs gave 1t the appearance of
a broad and ftrait line, when feen ar a confiderable
diftance, I took an exad draught of the whole, by
fult imprefling a paper upon the brick, with the
feveral
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feveral figures contained in its and then delineating
each of them carefully with a pencil. And the copy,
which is here exhibited, is drawn by a fcale of one
third of the original (). The houfe, where this date
remains, is by tradition faid to have belonged antiently
to a knight templer; but however that mighe be,
the datc muft have been placed there long after-
wards; as that order of knights was deftroyed on
the feventh of January, in the year mcccvir.

G. C. Dee. 13, 1748.

John Ward.

(¢) Sce Tas: 1V. Fig. 6.
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